CHAPTER XIV
GREAT MURDER TRIALS

SHORTLY after the War a young and handsome man
who took an inordinate interest in his clothes and
personal appearance, assaulted a servant-girl at Chertsey
and received five years' penal servitude. His name was
Patrick Herbert Mahon and he used his good looks and
his considerable expenditure on clothes to make an im-
pression upon almost every woman he met. He was
married, but he had not learnt his lesson and had no
intention of settling down to domestic life. The fault
was not on one side only, for women pursued him and
he frequently had difficulty in ending his romances once
he tired of them. In 1924 he was still under police
observation as an ex-convict: but neither the interest of
the police nor his marriage vows prevented him from
pursuing his romantic instincts. And when he met a
woman who lived in a Soho flat, he took her to dinner
and she became a victim to his masculine charm at thek
first meeting; her name was Emily Kaye and she did
not intend that this should be merely a casual romance.
She had a considerable sum of money in her possession
and she wished to spend the rest of her life with Patrick
Mahon, This proposal was not at all well taken; but
Emily suggested that they should try a " love experiment"